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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
K This study discusses the implementation of inclusive education
eywords: . . . o . .
in Indonesian language learning at junior high schools. Inclusive
Learningl; education aims to provide equal learning opportunities for all

Inclusive 2;

students regardless of their social, cultural, or physical

Education 3 backgrounds. The study used a qualitative descriptive approach

involving classroom observation, teacher interviews, and
document analysis. The findings showed that teachers applied
inclusive learning strategies such as collaborative learning,
group discussions, and contextual teaching materials. Students
demonstrated positive attitudes toward diversity and
cooperation during learning activities. The implementation of
inclusive education also improved students’ empathy and
communication skills. However, several challenges were
identified, including limited teaching resources and insufficient
teacher training in inclusive education. The study concludes that
inclusive learning practices contribute positively to creating a
fair and supportive classroom environment.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Education is one of the fundamental rights of every individual. Every student deserves equal access to
quality education regardless of differences in physical ability, economic background, ethnicity, religion,
language, or social status. Inclusive education is an educational approach designed to provide equal
opportunities for all learners in the same learning environment.

In Indonesia, inclusive education has become an important part of national education policies. Schools
are encouraged to create learning environments that support diversity and equality. Inclusive education
not only focuses on students with special needs but also emphasizes respect for differences among all
students.

Indonesian language learning plays an important role in promoting inclusive values because language
is closely related to communication, culture, and social interaction. Through Indonesian language learning,
students can develop empathy, cooperation, and respect for diversity.

However, the implementation of inclusive education in schools still faces several challenges. Many

teachers have limited understanding of inclusive teaching strategies. Some schools also lack adequate
facilities and learning resources to support inclusive practices.
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Therefore, this study aims to analyze the implementation of inclusive education in Indonesian
language learning and identify supporting and inhibiting factors in the learning process.

2. METHODS

This study used a qualitative descriptive approach because the research focused on understanding
classroom learning processes and teacher experiences in implementing inclusive education.

The research was conducted at a junior high school in Sorong, Papua Barat. The participants included
Indonesian language teachers and seventh-grade students. Data collection techniques consisted of
classroom observation, interviews, and documentation.

Observation was conducted to identify classroom interactions, teaching strategies, and student
participation during Indonesian language learning activities. Interviews were conducted with teachers to
explore their understanding of inclusive education and the challenges they faced in the classroom.
Documentation analysis included lesson plans, teaching materials, and student assignments.

Data analysis involved data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing. The validity of the
data was ensured through triangulation of sources and techniques.

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The findings revealed that teachers had attempted to implement inclusive learning practices in
Indonesian language classrooms. Teachers used collaborative learning activities to encourage interaction
among students with different academic abilities and social backgrounds.

Students were divided into heterogeneous groups during discussions and writing activities. This
strategy encouraged cooperation and peer support among students. Teachers also used contextual teaching
materials related to students’ daily experiences and local culture.

3.1 Inclusive Learning Strategies

Teachers applied several inclusive learning strategies, including group discussions, peer tutoring,
question-and-answer activities, and collaborative projects. These strategies helped students participate
actively in classroom learning.

Teachers also provided additional support for students who experienced learning difficulties. For
example, teachers simplified explanations, provided examples, and allowed students to ask questions
freely.

3.2 Students’ Responses toward Inclusive Learning

Students showed positive responses toward inclusive learning practices. They became more
cooperative, respectful, and confident during classroom activities. Students learned to appreciate

differences among classmates and support each other in completing learning tasks.

Inclusive learning also improved communication skills because students were encouraged to express
opinions and participate in discussions.

3.3 Challenges in Implementing Inclusive Education
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Although inclusive learning practices were implemented, teachers faced several challenges. Some
teachers stated that they lacked training related to inclusive teaching methods. Limited learning facilities
and large class sizes also made classroom management difficult.

Another challenge involved differences in students’ academic abilities. Teachers needed additional
time and preparation to accommodate students with different learning needs.

The findings support previous studies which state that inclusive education creates positive learning
environments and improves students’ social interaction and empathy.

4. CONCLUSION

The implementation of inclusive education in Indonesian language learning contributes positively to
creating fair and supportive learning environments. Inclusive teaching strategies encourage students’
participation, cooperation, and respect for diversity. However, schools still need to improve teacher
training, facilities, and learning resources to support inclusive education more effectively..
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